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SUB J : STRONOMY DELEGATION TO THE PRC 

REF: STATE 148924 

1 . SUMMARY. A TEN MEMBER ASTRONOMY DELEGATION VISITED 
THE PRC SEPTEMBER TO OCTOBER 24 UNDER THE AUSPICES 

OF THE COMMITTEE OF SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
PRC. THE ASTRONOMERS VISITED OBSERVATORIES AND TALKED 
WITH CHINESE COUNTERPARTS IN PEKING, KUNMING, SHANGHAI 
AND NANKING. THEIR ITINERARY ALSO INCLUDED VISITS TO 
INSTRUMENTS FACTORIES IN SHANGHAI AND NANKING, UNIVERSI- 
TIES IN PEKING AND NANKING AND A TOURIST VISIT TO 
KWEILIN. THE PRC'S SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSOCI-- 
TION WAS QUITE FORTHCOMING IN ARRANGING THE DETAILS OF 
THE TRIP, AND THE DELEGATION LEFT CHINA WITH THE 
FEELING THAT THEY HAD MADE A GOOD BEGINNING IN DEVELOPING 
SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE 
FIELD OF ASTRONOMY. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE CSC-SPONSORED ASTRONOMY DELEGATION VISITED THE 
PRC FOR FOUR WEEKS SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 24. THE 
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DELEGATION, HEADED BY PROFESSOR LEO GOLDBERG OF KITT 
PEAK OBSERVATORY, INCLUDED NINE ASTRONOMERS AND ONE 
SINOLOGIST (SEE REFTEL FOR LIST OF MEMBERS). 

RICHARD BOCK OF USLO ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION. 

3. ITINERARY. THE DELEGATION'S INTINERARY INCLUDED 
STOPS IN PEKING, KUNMING, SHANGHAI, NANKING AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


KWF.TT.TN. THEIR FIRST FEW DAYS IN PEKING WERE TAKEN 
UP LARGELY BY TOURISM AND PARTICIPATION IN THE 
OCTOBER 1 NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS. FOLLOWING THIS, 
THEY VISITED PEKING OBSERVATORY'S THREE STATIONS AT 
SHAHO (SOLAR), HSINGLUNG (STELLAR), AND MYUN (RADIO 
ASTRONOMY). PART OF THE DELEGATION STAYED OVERNIGHT 
AT HSINGLUNG FOR EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHINESE 
STAFF. VISITS WERE ALSO ARRANGED TO PEKING UNIVERSITY, 

THE ASTRONOMY LIBRARY OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, AND 
THE ACADEMY'S COMPUTER INSTITUTE. 

4. THE KUNMING STAY INCLUDED A VISIT TO THE RAPIDLY 
EXPANDING KUNMING OBSERVATORY, AS WELL AS TOURIST 
JAUNTS TO THE STONE FOREST (SHIH LIN) IN LUNAN 
COUNTY AND TO THE TEMPLES OF THE WESTERN HILLS. IN 
SHANGHAI, THE PROGRAM INCLUDED THE SHANGHAI OBSERVA- 
TORY, THE OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS FACTORY, AND A COMMUNE. 

IN THEIR FIVE DAYS IN NANKING, THE DELEGATION SPENT 
SEVERAL DAYS AT PURPLE MOUNTAIN BOSERVATORY AND ALSO 
VISITED NANKING UNIVERSITY AND THE NANKING ASTRONOMICAL 
INSTRUMENTS FACTORY. KWEILIN WAS A SIGHTSEEING 

STOP. 

5. WHILE IN PEKING, THE ASTRONOMY DELEGATION, 

TOGETHER WITH SEVERAL OTHER VISITING AMERICAN 
GRUPS, WAS GIVEN A WELCOMING BANQUET BY PEKING 
UNIVERSITY VICE PRESIDENT CHOU PEI- YUAN. CHOU AND 
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NUCLEAR PHYSICIST CHIEN SAN-CHIANG WERE HONORED 
GUESTS AT A RETURN BANQUET. THE DELEGATION 
WAS ALSO INVITED TO A SEPTEMBER 30 NATIONAL DAY 
BANQUET HOSTEDBY CHAIRMAN HUA FOR ALL VISITING 
FOREIGN DELEGATIONS - THEIR TABLE HOSTS WERE 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES VICE PRESIDENT WU YU-HSUN AND 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICE DIRECTOR CHU YUNG-HANG. 

6. THE DELEGATION WAS ALSO FETED IN KUNMING BY MA 
WEN-TUNG, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE PROVINCIAL SCIENCE 
AND EDUCATION OFFICE; IN SHANGHAI BY HSU YEN, HEAD 
OF THE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OFFICE OF THE MUNICI- 
PAL REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE; IN NANKING BY MA KUO- 
JUI, VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CITY'S REVOLUTIONARY COM- 
MITTEE; AND IN KWEILIN BY LI CHI-LU, VICE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE MUNICIPAL REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE. 
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7. SOME MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION EXPRESSED INITIAL 
DISAPPOINTMENT THAT NO MEETING HAD BEEN SCHEDULED 
WITH A LEADING FIGURE SUCH AS FANG YI, BUT THIS CAST 
ONLY A BRIEF SHADOW ON THE TRIP. 

8. LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS. IN EACH OBSERVATORY, 
MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION HEARD LECTURES BY CHINESE 
ASTRONOMERS AND GAVE SOME IN RETURN. OPPORTUNITY WAS 
ALSO FOUND FOR A MORE INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH THEIR 
CHINESE COUNTERPARTS. PARTICULARLY IN PEKING AND 
NANKING, WHERE THEY HAD SEVERAL DAYS AVAILABLE FOR 
LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS. MOST OF THE CHINESE 
LECTURES TENDED TO BE ON A RATHER THEORETICAL PLANE, 
WITH THOSE IN PEKING, IN PARTICULAR, OCCASIONALLY 
VERGING ON THE SPECULATIVE. NEVERTHELESS, MOST 
DELEGATION MEMBERS FELT THAT THE CHINESE ASTRONOMERS 
THEY ENCOUNTERED WERE QUITE TALENTED AND COULD MAKE 
A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCE GIVEN GREATER 
ACCESS TO UP-TO-DATE INSTRUMENTS. 

9. MISCELLANEOUS. THE INSTRUMENTS OBESERVED WILL BE 
COVERED IN A SEPARATE MESSAGE. MOST WERE EITHER 
MADE IN THE PRC OR IMPORTED FROM EAST GERMANY. IN 
NANKING, A 2.1 METER MIRROR WAS BEING GROUND AFTER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PEKING 02471 02 OF 02 2701 5 8Z 

APPARENTLY HAVING LAIN IN STORAGE SINCE 1966. WHEN 
INSTALLED AT HSINGLUNG, IT WILL FORM PART OF CHINA'S 
LARGEST TELESCOPE. 

10. IN NANKING, DELEGATION MEMBERS WERE TOLD THAT THE 
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OBSERVATORY WOULD LIKE TO BUY US PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATES 
AND GRATINGS FOR A 60 CENTIMETER REFLECTOR TELESCOPE, 
BUT THAT U.S. EXPORT CONTROLS PROHIBITED THE SALE OF 
THESE ITEMS. AT LEAST ONE DELEGATION MEMBER MEN- 
TIONED HIS INTENTION TO LOOK INTO THIS. 

11. THE AMERICAN ASTRONOMERS HAD COMMEND ABLY FOR- 
WARDED TO PEKING IN ADVANCE A REASONABLY PRECISE 
PROPOSED ITINERARY, AND THEIR CHINESE HOSTS MET THEM 
ON ARRIVAL WITH A DETAILED ITINERARY WHICH SATISFIED 
MOST OF THEIR DESIRES. THE CHINESE ASTRONOMERS PROVED 
QUITE FORTHCOMING ABOUT ARRANGING INFORMAL EVENING 
DISCUSSIONS, OCCASIONALLY OVER DINNER IN THE HOTEL 
WITH THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION 
PICKING UP THE TAB. IN GENERAL, THE CHINESE ASTRONOMERS 
WERE EAGER TO LEARN OF THE LATEST DIRECTIONS ASTRONOMY 
WAS TAKING IN THE WEST AND TO SOLICIT THE VISITORS' 
OPINIONS ON THEIR OWN WORK. 

12. PROFESSOR NATHAN SIVIN, THE CHINA SCHOLAR ACCOM- 
PANYING THEDELEGATION, WAS GIVEN A SEPARATE SERIES 
OF MEETINGS IN PEKING AND NANKING WITH CHINESE 
SCHOLARS WORKING IN HIS SPECIALTY, THE HISTORY OF 
SCIENCE, AND WAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM TO JUGGLE 
HIS SCHEDULE. THE PRC HOST ORGANIZATION'S WILLINGNESS 
TO ACCOMODATE A SEPARATE PROGRAM FOR A SINOLOGIST IS 
TO OUR KNOWLEDGE UNPRECEDENTED. 
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13. CONCLUSION. DELEGATION MEMBERS WITHOUT EXCEPT- 
ION CONSIDERED THE VISIT A SUCCESS. WHILE LEARNING 

A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF CHINESE 
ASTRONOMY, THEY ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH A LARGE 
NUMBER OF PRC ASTRONOMERS WHICH THEY HOPE TO DEVELOP 
EXTENSIVELY IN THE FUTURE. IF THE MOMENTUM ESTAB- 
LISHED BY THIS VISIT CONTINUES, AND IF CHINESE POLICY 
CONTINUES TO ENCOURAGE FOREIGN SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES, 

ONE CAN EXPECT A CONSIDERABLE INCREASE IN SCIENTIFIC 
COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINESE AND AMERICAN ASTRONOMERS. 
DEAN 
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